COUNCIL ON HIGHER EDUCATION
1 Quintin Brand Street, Persequor Technopark, Tshwane
P O Box 94, Technopark, 0020
South Africa
Website: http://www.che.ac.za

Tel: +27 12 349 3861; Email: ceo@che.ac.za

27 August 2018

Statement by the Council on Higher Education concerning the
death of a student at Tshwane University of Technology (TUT).
It is with deep sadness and dismay that the Council on Higher Education [CHE] has received news
of the passing of a student from Tshwane University of Technology at Soshanguve north campus
following a shooting incident on the 23rd of August 2018. It is alleged that the incident came as a
result of a dispute over student representative council (SRC) elections. The CHE extends its deepest
sympathies to the student’s family and friends, as well as the University community for the tragic
loss of a young life.
The CHE abhors violence as a way of resolving conflict of any sort. It is especially opposed to the
use of lethal force on campuses, either as a way of resolving student problems, or as a way of
maintaining order by police and campus security. It is our view that this constitutes a fundamental
violation of the hard won constitutional principle of the sanctity of human life. The use of firearms
in law enforcement on our campuses exposes the innocent to mortal danger, and has the effect of
inflaming rather than defusing tensions. Guns should never be allowed onto our campuses.
The CHE has consistently advocated for dialogic and nonviolent approaches towards resolving
conflicts or pursuing political objectives. The right to protest is a sacrosanct right, and the exercise
of this right should not potentially lead to a threat to life or loss of limb flowing from violence. The
essential rights enshrined in our constitution equally impose a responsibility that when an
individual or group exercises their rights, this should be done in a peaceful manner taking into
consideration the rights and safety of others. In light of this, the CHE also condemns violent
demonstration or destruction of property as tactics to draw attention to political causes. We
encourage constructive engagement in resolving any institutional issues directly impacting on the
safety and security our students in our universities.
The CHE is pleased to note that Tshwane University of Technology leadership has taken swift and
decisive action by launching a full-scale investigation into the passing of the student and the
reported contestations concerning the SRC elections. The CHE has also taken note that the
Independent Police Investigative Directorate (IPID) is now investigating the fatal shooting of the
student.
The TUT community is urged to allow these processes to proceed unhindered.
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