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Communiqué 3 of 2026

To: All Higher Education Institutions, professional bodies, research
entities, relevant government departments and other interested
stakeholders

Subject: Master’s Degree Qualification Standard Community of Practice

The Council on Higher Education (CHE) is an independent statutory body established in
terms of the Higher Education Act, No. 101 of 1997, as amended, and is designated as
the Quality Council for Higher Education under the National Qualifications Framework
(NQF) Act No. 67 of 2008. One of the CHE's core responsibilities is the development of
higher education qualification standards through the Higher Education Qualifications
Sub-Framework (HEQSF), in collaboration with relevant stakeholders.

Following a national workshop held on 25-26 March 2026 in Gauteng, which considered
recommendations from the national Doctoral Review Report, the CHE has identified the
need to develop a national Master’s Qualification Standard aligned with current sector
developments and the CHE Standard Development Manual (2024).

Inresponse, the CHE is establishing a Community of Practice (CoP). The CoP will comprise
academics, researchers, and sector experts who will contribute in their individual
capacities to define the scope and approach for the development of the Master’s
Qualification Standard. The standard will be grounded in the HEQSF and will focus on
graduate attributes and qualification outcomes.

Higher Education Institutions, professional bodies, research entities, public sectors and
relevant stakeholders are hereby invited to nominate two suitably qualified individuals
with expertise in research, and curriculum development/quality assurance to participate
in this process. Participation will ensure that both academic and professional
perspectives inform the development of a nationally coherent Master's Qualification
Standard.

Nominations should include short CVs (2-3 pages) and be submitted to Ms Fundiswa
Kanise-Roboshe at kanise.f@che.ac.za by Wednesday, 20 May 2026. Kindly ensure that
the subject line indicates: Call for Nominations: Master’'s Degree Qualification Standard
Development CoP.

The Council on Higher Education is the Quality Council for Higher Education in South Africa

Members: Rev. VF Memani-Sedile (Chairperson), Prof LLL Le Grange, Adv. N Memani, Dr N Lawton-Misra, Prof DP van der Nest, Ms KR Magongoa, Dr TS Naidoo, Adv.
MJ Majodina, Mr MN Muluvhahothe, Dr CB Zulu, Dr GR Son and Ms D lonescu, Prof MH Kanyane
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Starr (CEO: SAQA), Dr A Nkosi (DBE), Mr | Patel (DSI) and Dr WJ Green (CEO: CHE)
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For any queries, please contact Dr Sanele Nene, Executive Director: Quality Assurance
Coordination, Standards and Capacity Development, at nene.s@che.ac.za.

The CHE appreciates your continued collaboration and support in advancing the quality
and coherence of the higher education system.

Yours sincerely

it

Dr Whitfield Green

Chief Executive Officer

Date: 21 April 2026
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