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Communiqué 4 of 2026 
 

  

The Council on Higher Education (CHE) has noted that a significant number of 

programmes are not able to be accredited by the CHE or registered by the South 

African Qualifications Authority (SAQA)because the applications from institutions do 

not adequately address some common areas.  

 

The purpose of this communique is to highlight four common areas that result in 

applications being returned to institutions, causing delays in either the accreditation 

or the registration of the qualifications, so that they can be attended to fully in the 

initial application, thus minimising returns and subsequent delays. 

 

Sites of delivery requirements 

The requirements for sites of delivery are described clearly in Programme 

Accreditation Criterion 7. Institutions must ensure that sites of delivery are 

appropriate, adequately resourced, and conducive to effective teaching and 

learning, in line with programme accreditation requirements. The quality of the 

learning environment remains a fundamental requirement for both initial 

accreditation and ongoing quality assurance in the higher education sector. The 

CHE will verify the details of each site of delivery against the institution’s DHET 

registration information, including the declared geographical location of operations. 

This verification process is essential to ensure alignment between the DHET registered 

entity, its approved sites and the delivery of accredited programmes. 

 

Applications submitted with sites of delivery that are unsuitable, inadequately 

resourced, or inconsistent with the institution’s registered details will be returned to 

the institution for rectification to ensure compliance with Programme Accreditation 

Criterion 7.  

 

To:            All higher education institutions 

 

Subject:  Common issues that delay programme accreditation and 

registration 
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Articulation requirements 

In addition, institutions are reminded of the requirements relating to articulation as 

outlined in the Policy and Criteria for Registration of Qualifications and Part-

Qualifications on the National Qualifications Framework (NQF). A clear and 

comprehensive statement describing horizontal, vertical and diagonal articulation 

possibilities within and between Sub-Frameworks must be provided to strengthen 

progression, integration, and mobility in the education and training system. 

 

The following must be provided: 

• Horizontal articulation possibilities within and between Sub-Frameworks at the 

same NQF level must be fully described and should include systemic, specific, 

and individual articulation.  

• Vertical articulation possibilities across NQF levels within a Sub-Framework must 

be fully described and should include systemic, specific, and individual 

articulation.  

• Diagonal articulation possibilities across NQF levels and Sub-Frameworks must 

be fully described and should include systemic, specific, and individual 

articulation.  

 

All articulation options provided must reference currently registered qualifications, 

and institutions must clearly indicate the names of the qualifications and the higher 

education institutions offering them. Where no articulation options exist, this must be 

explicitly stated. 

 

International comparability requirements 

Institutions are also required to demonstrate international comparability in line with 

South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) guidelines. This must include 

comparisons with qualifications from at least two countries and must address, in 

detail:  

• Entry requirements; 

• Exit Level Outcomes (ELOs), content, and module structure; 

• Credit values; 

• Assessment practices; 

• Programme duration; 

• Articulation pathways. 
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The comparison must clearly indicate similarities and differences across these 

elements. 

 

Alignment with the NQF Level Descriptors 

Institutions must also ensure that all qualifications and programmes are aligned with 

the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) Level Descriptors. This alignment must 

be clearly demonstrated in the design, outcomes, and assessment of the 

programme.  

 

 

Institutions are strongly encouraged to undertake thorough internal due diligence 

prior to submission of accreditation applications to ensure these requirements are 

addressed, as submissions that do not meet the requirements will be returned, 

resulting in delays and resubmission.  

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

______________________  

Dr Whitfield Green 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

Date: 05 May 2026 
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