
Call for Papers: Higher Education in South Africa - twenty years since transition 

Since 1994, the higher education system in South Africa has undergone significant changes as part of 

the broader transformation processes linked to the democratic project. The changes have been 

informed by a plethora of policy processes and interventions ranging from the National Commission 

on Higher Education and White Paper on Higher Education in the 1990s to the National Plan for 

Higher Education and its associated institutional restructuring framework, the introduction of a new 

funding formula and the establishment of an external quality assurance system in the early 2000s.  

More recently, the Green Paper on Post-School Education and the National Development Plan have 

revisited and highlighted the ongoing challenges that have an impact on the role and contribution of 

higher education in the South African context.  

As part of its mandate to monitor and evaluate the higher education sector, the Council on Higher 

Education (CHE) intends to bring out a review of the last twenty years of higher education. In 

addition, to encourage the development of research and scholarly debate on higher education policy 

and practice, a range of associated publications is also planned. These publications may include a 

scholarly book, and special editions of CHE journals such as Kagisano.  

It is against this background that the CHE is issuing this call for papers on the policy and practice of 

higher education in South Africa post-1994. The papers should critically reflect on and assess 

developments and policy interventions over the last two decades, analysing their implications and 

consequences, both intended and unintended. The purpose of these publications is not only to 

report on the challenges of the sector and developments against specific aims, but also, and more 

importantly, to contribute to finding ways forward to ensure that the higher education sector in 

South Africa is strong, just, appropriate and vibrant.  

Papers are invited around the topics outlined below or on related matters of importance and 

relevance to the development of the higher education sector. Papers may focus on particular issues, 

or address overarching systemic concerns.  

  The higher education context globally - issues include: digitally-enhanced education, 

including open education resources (OER), MOOCs, e-learning, digital culture, digitally-

mediated contact delivery etc.; managerialism and performance assessment; the 

massification of higher education; the rising costs of higher education; higher education and 

globalisation and the role of private institutions.  

 The higher education context in South Africa - issues include: the policy context; 

institutional missions and differentiation in the post-merger period; the proposed post-

school institutional landscape; new qualifications frameworks; external quality assurance 

mechanisms and private higher education. 

 Regulation - issues include:  the legislative and regulatory environment; trends in public and 

private higher education and cross-border partnerships. 

 University funding - issues include: impact and effects of the 2004 funding framework; the 

current funding framework review; NSFAS and student poverty; the concept of fee-free 

education and infrastructure development including student accommodation. 

 Management and governance of universities - issues include: institutional governance 

structures (executive management, senate, council); academic leadership; the system of 

assessors and administrators and student governance and SRCs.  



 Academic staffing - issues include: demographics (equity, age, gender, private & public); the 

perceived skills gap and the development of the next generation of academics; renewal of 

the academic profession; recruitment and retention strategies; salaries and qualifications. 

 Students - issues include: demographics (access & redress, diversity, private & public); 

graduation & throughput rates; language issues; accommodation/ food and finance; 

employability; placement in higher education programmes and the interface with schooling; 

student support services and career guidance). 

 Teaching, learning and assessment - issues include: interventions to improve quality; 

foundation and extended programmes; proposed extended curriculum; 

responsiveness/curriculum development; the development of African languages; the 

language of teaching and learning and different modes of delivery (e.g. distance education 

and ICTs). 

 Research - issues include: implications of the research output policy; trends in research 

output production; the state of the humanities; differentiation; collaboration and 3rd stream 

funding. 

 Engagement with broader society - issues include: conceptualising the institution-society 

relationship (e.g. the quadruple helix); funding; work integrated learning; graduate work 

schemes; student entrepreneurial or community engagement activities (e.g. SIFE) and the 

proposed youth wage subsidy. 

 Internationalisation - issues include: cooperation and partnerships, foreign provision; 

double and joint degrees; student outward movement (visas, numbers); staff movement 

(inward & outward; visas) and qualifications frameworks both within SADC and elsewhere. 

Expressions of interest and abstracts are welcomed as soon as possible, but before the end of 

March. Full papers will be expected by 1 September 2013. Authors of selected papers will be 

required to participate in a colloquium with the purpose of discussing and improving papers. All 

papers selected for publication in any format will undergo double-blind peer review before a final 

decision is made to include the paper in the relevant publication.   

For enquiries or to submit your abstracts and/or paper please email Genevieve Simpson on 

Simpson.g@che.ac.za . 
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